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REGULATION NO. 559/2024

NCIL OF MINISTERS REGUILATI
AMENDMENT FOR IMMIGRATION
REGULATION NO, 114/2005

This Regulation is issued by the Federal Democratic

NT

Republic of Council of Ministers pursuant to Sub
Article (1) of Article 23 of the Immigration
No0.354/2003

Proclamation (as amended).

1. Short Title
This Regulation may be cited as the “Council of

Ministers Immigration amendment Regulation No.
559 /2024”.

2. _Amendment
Immigration Council of Ministers Regulation No.
114/2004 is hereby amended as follows:

1/ Article 2(3) and 5 of the Regulation is deleted
and replaced by the following new Sub-
Article3and 5:

"3/ "Service" means the Immigration and
Citizenship Service;
5/ "'Proclamation”™  means

No.

Immigration
Proclamation 354/2003  (as

amended). "

19¢F oM 7L, Tih
Negarit G. P.O.Box 80001
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2/ Paragraph (), (b) and (c), of Sub-Article (1) of
Article 11 of the Regulation are deleted and
replaced by the following new paragraph (a),
(b) and (c) respectively:

" a) Diplomatic passport:
(1) Passport service period for persons up to

25 years of age............... Five years;

(2) Passport validity period of persons over

25 years of age .............. Ten years.

b) Service Passport:

(1) Passport service period for persons up to 25

years of age ............... Five years;

(2) Passports validity period of persons over

25 years of age ......... Ten years.

¢) Ordinary Passport:

(1) Passport service period for persons up to

25 years of age ............... Five years;

(2) Passport validity period of person over 25

years of age ............... Ten years. ”

3/ Sub-Avrticle (1) of Article 16 of the Regulation is
deleted and replaced by the following new Sub-
Article (1):

"1/ Business visas are issued to foreign persons
coming to Ethiopia for the following
reasons:

a) for investment;

b) for government operations;

¢) an employee of a domestic or foreign

investor;

d) employees of a non-governmental

organization;
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5/

e) for trainings;

e) work for the media;

f) for business and market research;
g)for the entertainment industry; or

h) for a sports competition or practice.”

4/ The following new Article 21 , 22 and Article
23 are added next to Article 20 of the
Regulation, and the existing Articles from 21-

41 are rearranged as to article 24-44:

"21. Medical visa
A medical visa is issued to a person who
enters the country to provide or obtain
medical care in a modern, cultural, or
religious way and produces legal and valid

travel documents.

22. Religious visa
A religious visa is issued to a person who has

been invited or requested to enter the country
for religious purposes only and submits a

valid travel document.

23. Eamily or fiancé visa
A family or fiancé visa is issued to a person

who is applying to visit family or meet his
fiancé and submit a legal and valid travel

document.”

The following new part Eight and new Articles
39, 40 and 41 are added next to Article 38 of the
Regulation (as renumbered in Sub-Article (4) of
Article 2 of this Regulation) the existing part
Eight become part nine and existing Article 39,
40, 41, 42, and 43 are re-arranged as Articles 42,
43, 44, 45, and 46:
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passport service must complete the service
only at the place or branch where he applied

for the service.

2/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (1) of this
Article, the Director General of the Service
may authorize for a customer seeking to
complete a passport service outside of the
place of commencement of the service or

branch.

3/ Except as otherwise provided for in Sub-
Article 2 of this Article, the employee of the
Service shall not provide a service for a
request of completion of a passport service
initiated by another branch.

4/ Any foreign person who want to remain in
the country beyond the valid date of the visa
issued shall again request the Service for

issuance of a visa.

40. Administrative Penalty
1/ Any foreign person who stays in the country

without a visa shall pay 30 USD for each day
he or she stays in the country without a visa;
and the Service may re-issue a visa or deport

him as may be necessary.

2/ A foreign person who stays in the country for
a period not more than three years beyond the
authorized visa period shall be deported after
paying 3000 USD in addition to the fine set
out in Sub-Atrticle (1) of this Article.
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3/ A foreigner who has stayed more than Three
years beyond the authorized visa period shall
pay a fine of 5000 USD in addition to the
fines set forth in Sub Article (1) and (2) of
this Article; and be deported from the

country.

4/ A foreigner who entered the country with a
transit visa and stays in the country beyond the
granted transit visa period shall pay 3000 US
dollars in addition to the fine set out in Sub
Article (1) of this Article; and may be

deported from the country.

5/ Any foreigner who is unwilling to pay the fines
listed from Sub Article (1) up to (4) of this
Avrticle and has property, the property shall be
used to cover the cost in accordance with the

law.

6/ A foreign national of Ethiopian origin who is in
the country and fails to renew his Ethiopian
origin ldentification Card within One month
from the Eleventh day of its expiration date
shall be fined 100 USD and renew his
Identification Card. If he exceeds One month,
he shall be fined 150 USD per month and renew

his Identification Card.

7/ A foreign national of Ethiopian origin who is
found abroad may renew his Ethiopian origin
Identification Card by paying a fine of 100
USD if the validity period of his Identification
Card has expired.

8/ Any foreigner who stays in the country beyond
the validity period of his residence permit shall
pay 30 USD for each day. The Service may
renew his residence permit or deport him from

the country as may be necessary.
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permit for more than One year other than the
validity period of his residence permit shall be
deported after paying 2000 USD in addition to
the fine set out in Sub-Article (6) of this

10/ Any person who is allowed to remain exempt
from visa fees for longer than the permitted
period shall be fined 10 USD for each day he
stays in the country.

11/ A foreigner who has entered the country for
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authorized visa period shall be deported after
paying 1000 USD in addition to the fine set
out in Sub-Atrticle (8), of this Article.

entering the country as necessary.

13/ Any foreigner who is found providing
services to another organization or individual
other than the organization or individual that
brought him, shall be fined 2000 dollars in

addition to the fine set out in Sub Articlel of

LAC LPMm: RA7L hANéALTE holc
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this Article. He may be deported or banned
from re-entering the country as may be

necessary.
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14/ Any employer who is found to be employing
a foreigner out of a type of visa granted for
him Shall be blacklisted by the Service for

One year and:

a) If he is a foreign person, he shall pay
10,000 USD;

b) If he is an Ethiopian, he shall pay the
penalty referred in letter (a) of this Sub-
Avticle in exchange of the currency of the
time.

15/ A passport which is obtained in violation of
the provisions set forth in Sub-Article (1)
of Article 39 of this Regulation shall be
revoked; however, this does not prevent the
customer from legally obtaining the
passport after Two years as may be

necessary;

16/ without prejudice to criminal liability, a
foreigner found in the country by any means
without a valid travel document or visa shall
be fined with 3,000 USD and be deported.

17/ A person found using an invalid travel
document or visa shall pay 3000 US dollars in
addition to a fine set forth on Sub Article (1)
of this Article; and the Service may deport

him as may be necessary;

18/ Any person who does not comply with the
obligation to register a foreigner or who does
not notify when the relationship with the

registered foreigner is terminated:

a) If he is a foreigner, he shall pay 10,000
USD;
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b) If he is an Ethiopian, he shall pay a fine
mentioned in Paragraph (a) of this Sub
Article by changing in to Birr based on the

current currency.

19/ Any juridical person who did not register his
legal representative in accordance with the
responsibility imposed by law or did not
inform the service if there is a change of

representative :

a) If he is a foreigner, he shall pay 5000 US

dollars;

b) If he is an Ethiopian, he shall pay the fine
mentioned in Paragraph (a) of this sub
Article by changing in to Birr based on
the current currency.

20/ A person who commits again another offense
punishable by administrative penalty after an
administrative penalty stipulated in this

Article, shall be fined double of the penalty

set for the offenses respectively; and may be

deported or banned from entering the country

as the case may be.

21/ Without prejudice to the penalty fees
outlined in this article be paid in US dollars,
the penalty may be paid in the common
currency of the European Union in euros or

the British pound alternatively.

39. Exception
Regarding persons who are unable or unwilling to

pay the fine mentioned in Article 40 of this
shall be
determined by the Directive issued by the

Regulation, up on force majeure,

Service."
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6/ Article 43 of the Regulation (as rearranged by
Sub-Article (5) of Article 2 of this Regulation)
is deleted and the existing articles 44, 45, and 46
are rearranged as Article 43, 44, and 45.

7/ Article 44 of the Regulation (as rearranged) is
.deleted and replaced by the following new
Article 44.

“44. Transitory Provisions
1/ The amended validity period of a passport
stated on paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of Sub-
Article (1) of Article 11 of the Regulation shall
come into force within Two years from the

effective date of this Regulation.

2/ Until the service issues new validity period of
passport in accordance with Paragraphs (a), (b)
and (c) of Sub-Article (1) of Article 11 of the
Regulation the validity period of a passport

shall be the period specified on the passport. ”

3. Effective Date
This Regulation shall be effective from the date

of publication in the Federal Negarit Gazette.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 28" day of October
2024.
ABIY AHMED (Dr.)

PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



